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Justice is a combination of 
understanding the difference 
between right and wrong 
and acting to uphold 
that moral integrity. It 
means being fair and 
reasonable, able 
to judge wisely 
in moral and ethical 
decisions and having 
a balanced approach 
to consequences for  
each action. 

Justice is: 
• When we think of what is best for everyone instead of  

what is best for ourselves
• When we help others who are being treated unfairly
• When we obey and play by the rules 

Justice means understanding the difference between right 
and wrong, as well as giving fair punishment for actions. 
It means being reasonable, making sure that people are 
treated equally and making sure that people don’t just get 
away with doing bad things.

For example: Benjamin copies the answers from his 
classmate Andie’s test. The teacher finds out and calls 
them both to her desk. When asked, Benjamin admits to 
cheating and has to spend lunch time writing a page on 
why honesty is important.

Why do we need justice?
Without justice, the world would descend into chaos. Justice is necessary for order – whether 
in a school, family, company or nation and ensures that everyone is held accountable for their 
actions. We live in a society where our actions help or hinder others, therefore we have a duty to 
give others our best. Justice encourages us to use our talents to serve with cheerfulness and for 
our actions to always take others into account.

 Suggested Activities 

Ask your students to think about:
 1    How do you react when you face consequences for your actions? 

 2  Have you ever been falsely blamed for something (a lack of justice)? How did that make you feel?

Reflecting on

JUSTICE

3  We are All Born Free
Read or watch We are All Born Free by Amnesty International  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3ozxrdD30s
This picture book is an illustrated version of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Penned just after the second world war, the declaration sought 
to protect the rights of all people and call countries to exercise greater justice 
and respect for all.
Discuss the following:
a) How would you describe justice in your own words?
b) Which of the rights described in this book do you think is most  

important?
c) Why do you think injustice exists?
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4  The Magic Pencil
Read or watch Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousufzai. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSrC-GNbjQg
In	this	picture	book,	Malala	shares	the	childhood	journey	that	led	her	to	fight	for	justice	by	standing	up	for	the	
right of everyone to have an education.
Activity
Ask students what they would draw if they had a magic pencil that could change the world?
How would you make your community or the world more just?
Each student will draw their dream for the world. They must feature in their picture, what they think is the 
change needed most.

5  What is Justice?
This activity is best suited to upper primary levels.
Watch What is Justice? by Crash Course Philosophy.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0CTHVCkm90&feature=emb_title
Discuss the following:
a) Why do you think fairness is the measure that we use for whether something is just? Are there any other 

measures that you think might be better? E.g. goodness, rightness, trueness
b) Do you think justice should be more about punishment or helping people who have done the wrong thing 

to change so that they can participate in society in the future as good citizens?
c)	 How	much	do	you	think	people’s	experiences	in	life	influence	what	they	believe	is	just?	

6    This is your Life
In this activity, students will familiarise each other with the idea that life is a lottery of 
sorts. Ask the class to consider, how where someone is born often determines the 
opportunities available to them. 
Choose one or a selection of videos from the Children in Other Countries website 
depending on how many groups you would like to divide your class into.  
https://kidsinothercountries.org/
1.  Pari in Nepal
2.  Neha in India
3.  James in the Philippines
4.  Linda in Malawi
5.  Valdir in Honduras
6.  Sadia in Bangladesh
7.  Ilham in Indonesia
8.  Lesi in Fiji
9.  Ganbat in Mongolia
10. Gabriel in the Dominican Republic
Each student must respond to the questions below as if they are the child in the video 
they watched.
Discuss the following:
a) What would you most like to change about your situation?
b) If you could live in any country where would you like to live?
c)  When you see how it is in countries like Australia,  

how do you feel?
d)  Do you think it is fair or right that children in other  

countries have a much easier life?
e)  If you could change the world, what would  

you do?

Reflecting on

JUSTICE
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