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Curiosity is a keen desire to learn 
and discover. A love of learning is a 
lifelong value that keeps us sharp, 
knowledgeable, interesting and 
well-informed. While curiosity about 
other people’s business can get us 
in trouble, a healthy curiosity about 
the world, different topics and your 

own limitations is a driving 
force for further education, 

personal growth and 
even groundbreaking 
new discoveries (e.g. 
Albert Einstein’s theory  

   of relativity).

Curiosity is: 
• Being an active learner
• Questioning to find answers
• Enthusiasm for exploration

Curiosity means wanting to learn and discover new things, 
which makes us smarter and more interesting. While 
curiosity about other people’s business (e.g. eavesdropping 
or gossip) can get us into trouble, curiosity about topics and 
how things work can help us grow and prepare us for further 
education and life experiences.

For example: Hannah is curious about what makes a 
bike work, so she reads a bit about it then her mum lets 
her take apart their old bike so she can try to put it back 
together. Later in life, Hannah becomes a mechanical 
engineer and builds car engines.

Why do we need curiosity?
Being curious keeps us interested in the world and makes us better conversationalists. It can 
lead us to getting better marks in school, doing well in sport and excelling in our job later on. 
The world today is much better off because of many wonderful inventions and we should all 
desire to use our curiosity for good.

 Suggested Activities 

Ask your students to think about:

 1    What is something I would like to know more about?

 2    How/where do I find the answers to my questions? 

 3    I see, I think, I wonder 
This activity can be done as a whole class for younger age groups and individually for 
older students.
Younger students:
Select a video for the whole class to watch from https://thekidshouldseethis.com/
After viewing the video as a class, discuss the following:
a) What did you see?
b) What did you think?
c) What did this make you wonder?
Older Students:
Have each student open this website on their computer: https://thekidshouldseethis.com/
Give the class 2-3 mins to select a video that sparks their curiosity. They will have a  
further 10-15 minutes to watch the video and answer the following:
a) What did you see?
b) What did you think?
c) What did it make you wonder?
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Have students share where their curiosity led them in small groups and/or as a whole class. 
Student discussion topics may include: 
a)  What sparked the student’s curiosity about the subject of the video they selected? 
b)   Student responses to their chosen video using the I see, I think, I wonder exercise they have completed 

individually.

 4    Curiosity Experts & Curious Kids
This activity can be done as a whole class for younger students and individually for older students.
Younger students:
Search by grade level to access age-appropriate curiosity articles here. https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/
Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=curious+kids&SearchScope=All
Select an article and read aloud to the class. 
Then, ask students to consider some of the following discussion questions:
How did the author come to know so much about this topic? 
What does the article say the author’s job is? E.g. Epidemiologist
What does that word/specialisation mean? 
What does that mean the author is an expert at being curious about?
What topic would you like to become a curiosity expert about? Would you want to be curious about this 
subject as a job when you are older?
Older Students:
Have each student open this website on their computer and search by the grade level they are in. https://fuse.
education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=curious+kids&SearchScope=All
Give students 4-5 mins to select an article that sparks their curiosity. 
Ask students to read the article, then:
a) Find the author’s name and the topic/discipline they are an expert in.
b)  Find out what experts are in the discipline listed study. E.g. Archaeology, Space Studies, Anthropology. 
Have students share in small groups and/or as a whole class. 

 5    Imagine a Day  
Watch the projected picture book version of Imagine a Day by Sarah L. Thompson. You may choose to read the 
words out to students or let them read along with the video.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjPCO9qH87o
The partially hidden images that are then fully revealed are an excellent example of the joy and excitement of 
having and exercising a curious mind.
Suggested discussion questions:
a) Do you think the illustrator and the author are curious people? Why or why not?
b) Where does curiosity lead? E.g. a vivid imagination where we can find and store all sorts of ideas, solutions 
and stories to share with others.

 6    The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Lessamore 
One easy way of developing our curiosity and imagination is by visiting the library. Fiction and non-fiction 
books hold the answers to questions that we are curious about. Curious people throughout history have 
written these books to share their love of learning with others. These books share knowledge, experience and 
stories so that we can use what they learnt as a foundation for the discovery of even more wonderful things 
about the human experience.
Watch the Academy Award-winning short film The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Lessamore. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ad3CMri3hOs&t=2s
Suggested discussion questions:
a) Do you think the library of books satisfied Mr Lessamore’s curiosity throughout his lifetime?
b) What is the most interesting fact you have learnt from a book?
c) What other places can we go to look for answers?
d)  What are some actions we can take to find answers for ourselves and others?  

E.g. Observation, asking questions, doing experiments, listening to knowledgeable people
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 7    Kids Trivia
Explain to the class that by being curious, we find answers to common and not so common questions. Trivia is 
a fun way to see what we know while learning from each other at the same time.
Divide the class into teams and conduct the grade-appropriate quiz.
To heighten the stakes, consider an early mark or another incentive for the winning team. You may also wish to 
add or remove questions to suit your students.

Grade 2 Quiz
1. What noise do sheep make?
2.  ‘The actress smiled at the camera.’ Which word 

tells us we are talking about a female?
3. What do we call a baby cat?
4. 2 x 11 =
5.  Which month comes next? May, June, July, 

August, _________?
6.  Magnets are stuck to the door of this fridge. 

What material is the door of the fridge made 
from?

7.  What do we call food that comes from plants?
8.  How do you spell the month that comes after 

June?
9.  What do we call land that is surrounded by 

water?
10.  Your mother and father are also known as 

your...?

Grade 3 Quiz
1. Which is the smallest? Town/Village/City?
2. What does a herbivore eat?
3. Is a wallaby a mammal/reptile/amphibian?
4. How much is a quarter of $20?
5. In which country is the city of Beijing?
6.  Name a sport with four letters and beginning 

with g.
7. What is the 5th last letter of ‘banana’?
8. Which is longer, 6 cm or 55 mm?
9. What are elephants’ tusks made of?
10. Does the earth spin, revolve or both?

Grade 4 Quiz
1. Which gas do we (humans) breathe out?
2.  Is the North Pole in the Arctic region or in 

Antarctica?
3. What type of footwear begins with the letters sl?
4. Which season’s name ends with a silent letter?
5.  This word rhymes with puzzle and it means to 

drink very quickly.
6. How many different vowels in ‘ocean’?
7.  What is the time when it is 30 minutes later than 

6.45pm?
8. What is a baby swan called?
9. Ships sail in and out of what?
10.  What is sand made from?

Grade 5 Quiz
1. What colours are on the Japanese flag?
2. What was William Shakespeare’s job?
3. What is the capital of France? 
4. What does a barometer measure?
5. How many quarters are in three wholes?
6.  What are animals that can survive on land and in 

water called?
7.  According to the famous saying how many lives 

do cats have?
8. Which country does the river Nile flow through?
9.  According to legend where does the Loch Ness 

Monster live?
10. What do astronomers study?

Grade 6 Quiz
1. Who was the first Prime Minister of Australia?
2. How many planets are there in our solar system?
3.  The diameter of a circle is double the length of 

what measurement?
4.  In our bodies what is the organ responsible for 

blood circulation?
5. What was Captain Cook famous for?
6. Which ocean is the largest?
7. How many sides does a pentagon have?
8. What does the word ‘aroma’ refer to?
9. Where will you find a steeple?
10. Which gemstone is the hardest?
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